
Harry Teague Calls for Border Law Enforcement Funding Surge to Crack-Down on Border Violence

 

      Washington, DC – On Tuesday, Congressman Harry Teague announced that he has asked
Speaker Pelosi for a surge in funding for border law enforcement to help secure the US –
Mexico border and address the violence that has plagued the region for the past three years.    

 

  

The request for funding comes in the wake of escalating violence along the border region.  In
March, American citizens connected to the U.S. consulate were murdered in Ciudad Juarez and
Robert Krentz, an Arizona rancher was murdered on his property in an area that is a well known
drug smuggling corridor. 

  

 

  

As Vice Chair of the Congressional Border Caucus, Congressman Harry Teague has
consistently called for a robust, comprehensive strategy to address the violence along the
border.  Congressman Teague has also called on President Barack Obama to convene a White
House Summit with the aim of building a policy to address the border violence crisis, ensure
that the violence does not spill over into the United States, and help America get back to work
building our border economies.  Most recently, Congressman Teague and his staff have held
meetings with ranchers and various border law enforcement agencies to collaborate with them
on a strategy to secure our border and keep residents along the border safe. 

  

 

  

Following those meetings, Congressman Teague was joined by 18 of his colleagues, mostly
border lawmakers, in submitting the request for $137 million in targeted investments for a
comprehensive approach to securing our borders.
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$30 million for the National Guard Counter Drug program: The National Guard Counterdrug
Program conducts a full spectrum campaign that bridges the gap between Department of
Defense and Non-DoD institutions in the fight against illicit drugs and transnational threats to
the homeland.  The additional funding will allow New Mexico’s National Guard to expand their
assistance to the Border Patrol to secure the border. 

  

 

  

$50 million for Operation Stonegarden: Operation Stonegarden provides resources to
enhance law enforcement preparedness and operational readiness along the borders of the
U.S.  .  The program is designed to promote cooperation and coordination between federal,
state, local, and tribal law enforcement agencies in a joint mission to secure the U.S. borders.  

  

 

  

$25 million for the U.S. Border Patrol: With assaults against Border Patrol increased from last
year’s levels and violence raging across the border in Mexico, further investments are needed
to equip agents with the tools they need to secure the border and ensure their own safety. 
Funding will go toward forward operating bases, communications equipment, surveillance
equipment, officer support equipment and other resources. 

  

 

  

$32.2 million to hire new Border Patrol agents: The recent sharp increase in violence in the
border region underscores the dangers faced by agents in the field, and the need for more
Customs and Border Protection agents has never been more prevalent.   
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The full text of the letter can be read here . 

  

 

  

###

 3 / 3

http://www.teague.house.gov/images/stories/letter_to_nancy_pelosi.pdf

